A Hike in the South
an alternative fourist frail

A Hike in the South: An alternative tourist trail

‘The development of the southern lrail is part of a project by RIWAQ 1o revive fifty
historic towns, including Bani Nafim, Yatta, Es Samu', and Adh Dhahiriya, which are
located along the trail. Tourism can serve as a tool for regeneration that creates job.
opportunities and expands the incomes of local residents in the targeted areas

Passing through a diverse landscape of hills, valleys, and plains, tourists will have

region of the West Bank. They will also pass through population centers in hamlets
and towns, vith stops in 1o enrich th

The trail includes places to rest. There is potential for guesthouses to be created
in the future for tourists in the populated centers through which the trail passes.
The trail Is about 67 km in length and is divided Into three days, during which 17
‘main locations are explored. These locations are Magam Yagin in Bani Na'im [l
Aristoboliya g, Khirbat Tuwani, the Roman pool in Al Karmel B, Al Karme! B,
the historic center of Yatta E], Khirbat Megdal Baa [, Es Samu’ [, Khirbat
Simiya m Khirbat Raboud Adh Dhahiriya (the fort. the mosque, the caves.
the market, the Qaisariya) [T], Khirbat Anab Al Kabira [, Ruim Jureida EEJ, Al
Burj (7], Alali Salama Al [T, and the Qubur Kesra (Kesra tombs) ]

Day One: From Bani Na'im to Yatta (20 km)

The trail starts at Magam Yaqin (Yagin shine) [l located in the south of Bani
Nalim town, and travels south, bypassing the main paved street @) to arive ata
small hill containing the antiquities of Bani Dar@): old wells, a grape press at the
top of the hill, and a water spring @) near the paved street. Leaving the hill and
heading south-west for one km, you reach a housing complex named Khirbat Bifin
©. vhere you may be invited for a cup of tea. Continue walking along a narow
road; on the nearby hillat a distance of 1.1 km, look to the east and enjoy the.
beautiful view cending down the valley towards the south-west, and then
ascending the nearby hill, the lrail arrives at Khirbal Um Al Zaituna @), an

ates from X 9 «
the west, you reach a water spring @). Cross the valley on the dirt road towards
the southem mount known as Tel Zif @), which contains some ancient Roman
remains, This site is closed by the Israeli occupation, Halfway up to the summit,
follow the dit road towards the east for about 170 meters, then start the ascent
towards a forested area, After around 350 mters towards the valley, an ancient
Hellenistic grave fies on the left side of the trail @). From the location itself
another grave can be seen at the foot of the opposite mountain (). Continue to
walk towards the dirt road adjacent to the forested area (B) and on the top of the
mountain, close to the wood (), lies the ancient archaeological church of
i its Khi i e

and the ofive press in Aristoboliya () , ascend towards the eastem valley. On the
top of the opposite hill (B, change direction to the south towards a hill planted
with trees (). From there, continue west on the dirt road to the main paved road
Cross the street and continue walking along the top of the hill adjacent to the
valley from a southern direction. After 350 meters, there is a line of trees (@) and
the direction changes downwards 1o the valley. Continue to descend, vith the
valley to the left, for 350 meters to a paved access road @) . Walk for 100 meters
towards the west, then the direction changes towards the south on the dit road
@) to complete the descent with the valley itself, The valley ends and joins other
valleys after 450 meters. The direction then changes to the east, where another
ditt road € cuts across a paved road @) running through a large valley
The trail continues towards the east and starts to ascend the southern hill of the
valley; after passing some houses €9, the trail reach the hilllop €. At the top
of the hill, the route heads south-west towards the souther il opposite €
d thi the valley [ , and
Al Karmel fortress lies at the top of the il B . Continue for 3.5 km o the old city
of Yatta through the agricultural fields between Al Karmel and Yatta. It is
possible 1o use public transportation for part of the paved road. There is a
guesthouse available in Yatta. Continue east for 1.5 km on the paved road to the
hamlet of Khirbat Tuwani @)

Day Two: From Yatta to Adh Dhahiriya through Es Samu’ (27 km)
The trail starts in the old cily of Yatta ] and leads south for 800 meters on a
paved access road @) out of the town on a hillparallel to the Yatta-Samu' road
to the east. Descend to the valley €®) towards the main street and continue
walking south for 170 meters, Then start the ascent on a paved access road
heading west 1o the (op of the hill €. Here the trai is deep in the natural terrain
and leads south-west down the valley €@). Continue to walk along the valley unti
you reach an old agricultural dirt road €8) . From this, another dirt road branches
to the west upwards to Megdal Baa hill [fJ, a Roman archeological site.
Khirbat (hamlet) and the pool of Megdal Baa (). Continue to walk from the pool
along the dirt road for 150 meters until the road branches into two @B), the first
heading south to Es Samu’ IB] and the second to the west towards Khirbat
Simiya @ . At 1.3 km to the south, the dirt road joins the paved Yatta-Samu road
@® - Ascend the street to the south until the trail arrives at the center of Es Samu'
town [ where you can visit the synagogue of Es Samu' B). To leave Es
Samu', follow the paved access road ) parallel o the main Es Samu'street in
the south for 600 meters @) . Then descend the valley () in the same direction
to adirt road ) at the foot of the mountain. Head north to the main street @) .
passing near 1o the gas station (), and follow the valley northwards on the dirt
road (@) for 550 meters, where the ascent starts to the mountain to the wes
the top of the mountain lies a population center called Ras Shaab Al Butm @
Continue to walk west dovn the valley @) ta an ancient Hellenistic grave 100
meters [ from the main street. The trail cuts across the main street [fJ and
starts up to Simiya @) . Continue the ascent to the west up 1o the flt top of the
‘mountain with its fascinating view @). After around 700 meters, continue along
the southern valiey @) of the hill, which joins another valley @. At the intersec-
tion, ascend to Abul Ergan @) on the dit road towards the north. Passing by Abul
Erqan to the west, Khirbat Raboud (@) and the archaeological site on Raboud hill
become visible. Descending west from Raboud, the foute passes by Abul
Ghozian @ and arrives at the main street ). Continue west unil the route
crosses a stream in the valley @ , then head south through agricultural land and
ascend along the old paved street @@ . Cross the main street at the intersection
and continue the trail to the west for 150 meters. Then tum south along the dirt
road @, remaining at the periphery of the valley until you reach the old city of
Adh Dhahiriya [ . Publi be used from ®4)t0
the historic center of Adh Dhahiriya .

Day Three: From Adh Dhahiriya to Al Burj (the tower) (22km)

The trail starts from the old town in Adh Dhairiya [ and heads south, passing
through the old market (@). Continue for 1.4 km along the street to the top of the
hill @) Then follow the valley @) towards the ofive orchards, arriving at an
agricultural dirt road @@).. Follow this road to the south and walk along the valley
for 1.4 km until the road changes direction and ascends to the west @) . Up the
hill lie the remains of the great Anab church [Z] and the great Khirbat Anab
Continue walking from the church to the valley, crossing the valley amidst the
fields on the dirt road D) that lies between old stone terraces. Take a dirt road
parallel ta the valley ) for 600 meters, then proceed upwards @) to the hilltop
10 the west. On the hilltop lies Rujm Jureida (the stone ruins of Jureida) {J: From
Rujm Jureida follow the dit road () to the west up to an area close to the main
street. Cross the street (@) and walk next to it to the north for 1.4 km, when an
‘ascent starts with one hill after another (@) towards the west, finally reaching the
hill opposite Al Burj 1o the south (@) . Cross the valley 1o the north and the trail
now ends at Al Burj citadel [J] and Magam Yagin @)- On the way back, it is
possible 1o pass by Alall Salama All [[] near the paved street that links Al Burj
with Adh Dhahiriya. It is also possible (0 access the Kesra tombs [E] near Al
Dalba spring (@) and Al Fawar refugee camp.
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Qubur Kesra (Kesra tombs)

B eSS o
BE Qubur Kesra (Qesra), (Kesra tombs)
15 54 00/09 82 00, 640 MASL

People believe these 1o be the tombs of Kesra, the King of Persia. Kesra may be a
diminutive of kast (small palace in Arabic). These tombs are two burial plots on the lower
slope to the north of Khirbat Al Joof from the early Roman period, A water channel leads
toa nearby cistem in the south. Next to the cistern lies a press and bare rock. The tombs
lie from south to north and cover an area of 10m x 20m. The building techniques date
back to a certain period but differ in type. There are three main categories:

‘The main external open courtyard is surrounded by seats on the sides carved into the
tock. Burial rituals were performed in this courtyard, where priests, relatives of the
deceased and visitors would sit, and offerings to the deceased were made.

The riwag (corridor, passage) is an area carved in the rock leading to the burial chamber.
This element was innovated and later excluded from subsequent classical Roman and
Byzantine classification.

The burial chamber ths tradition started in the:
Greek era and other famous tombs in this

: | [,
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chamber originated with wealthy and prominent
individuals. The decorations on the tombs at
that time reflected the wealth of the deceased.
The first tomb (the upper or northern): This is
smaller in size than the second tomb, but
similar toitin design. I differs in its intemal
design with an uncovered yard 9m x 9m in size. Passing through one entrance, there is
a rectangular yard (4m x 3m) carved into stone. L is relatively small and leads to the
square burial room (5m x 5m) with one square tent (2m x 2m) at ts north-eastern edge.
The second grave (the lower or southern): This is an uncovered rectangular yard
(9.5m x 8.5m) leading through three entrances to a smaller rectangular yard (4m x 2.5m)
carved into stone. From here it leads to the square burial chamber (4m x 4m) with six
rectangular niches, 5mx iches o nits
western edge, there is a cavity carved into the stone for collecting bones. These tombs
belong to Khirbat Al Joof
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Alali Salama Ali

I i S A, (4 B D)
1430 13105 33,1, 640 MASL 1431455, 34926063

Alaliis a building named thus because it is higher than the surroundings, aithough
it consists only of one floor.

The Ottoman feudalist Salameh Ali Dudeen Al Darabee, previously from Dura,
lived on this vast area of land on a shallow hill which is aimost flat. His alali
overlooks large areas of land around it, from Jaba' at the northem edge of
Bethlehem to the north, to Bir Al Sabe' in the south, and from Masafer in the east
tothe Mediterranean in the west. Around the Alali to the east and north, there are.
the remains of Jordanian trenches built foflowing the Nakba of 1948. Checkers
and local games have been carved onto its rocks.

It seems that the Alali was built towards the end of the 18th century or the
beginning of the 20th century. Itis a square building (19m x 19m x 3.5m) from the
outside. Its beautiful entrance is from the east. Inside there are four different-sized
fooms and two corridors (one liwan divided into two parts), with each part having
two rooms on its sides. The first part may have been a reception hall for men, and
the internal wester part was for women and was called Al Mahram. The rooms
have double windows, except for the southern part.

Inside, to the right of the entrance, there may have been a stairway leading to the
foof. Only the upper entrance remains and from here the outlines of the rooms
and corridors are visible. Among the domes is a medium-sized room that may
have been an upper ditch or a place for storing grains.

The building was constructed with old stones that had been used previously.
Many decorated stones can still be seen in the intemal and exteral walls, most of
them large stones. It is certain that they were brought from the nearby hamlet of
Al Bireh to the north. There are many archeological features sited around the
buiiding to the east and west, including oil presses and quarries.
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Khirbat Anab Al Kabira Khlrbat Tuwanl

Khirbat Yaqin
L]

[ (Dabir-Dobor-Keriyat Safar- Raboud hamiet)
151500 /09 34 00, 700 MASL

[ (Es Simiya hamet)
532.00/09 22 00, 700 MASL

B (Mayd al-Baa*Megdel Baa')
1558 00/08 25 00, 800 MASL

BB Karmel) (Chermel Fibotel-Kirmil)
(Hallet Saleh /E9 Kidrmi1) 31.422264, 35.133875

B e

B (risiobolya-“Arisiobulias’ (Fibi Yaqm)

31422264, 35133875 3056 1635 05/09 72 46, 850 MASL. 31.467180, 35141793 16 50 00/10 00 00, 346 MASL

31431978, 35.016063 31.498809, 35.158022

Hamlet or Khirbat Anab Al Kabira is located 6 km to the south of Adh Dhahiriya. Itis the.
most important Khirba in the soulh u was the sl of 2 larga Cananite oly ful of

This hamlet is located 20 km south of Hebron and two km north-east of Adh Dhahiriya ; it
lies al least one kilometer eas! of the main road that links Hebron with Adh Dhahiriya. Itis
now abandoned. To the north of it stands the new hamlet of Raboud (Al Jalad).

A1 Kavmel is a Canaanite name meanmg planted with trees or fruitful. The ancient name
for its grapes, as well as
the

Residents believe that this name came from the famous fig trees. One of the
harmlets of eastern Masafer Yatta, this Khirba is an oasis in the Masafer (ridges)

A site from the Greek period, its Arabic name is Aristoboliya, which is an adaptation of
the Greek name, Itis known as the site where Saint Euthymius cured the son of a village
dignitary in 411 and the fater built a monastery for him as a reward. However. no
remains of the monastery have ever been found.

Other names: (Magam Yadin "Yaqin Shrine", Magam al-Yain, Magam Lot "Lot
Shrine”, Kyriat Lot, Magam Al Lot *Shrine of Lot's household", Prophet Yagin,
Khirbat Nabi Yagin). The first to mention this site was Al Maqdisi in the 10th
century, calling it Kyriat Lot. Later, it was also referred 10 by a number of Muslim
eographers and traveles, although diferences existed on whethe it was Lot or
Abraham. Yagout in the 13th cent

it, saying: “Yaqin is one of the Jerusalem villages and it has the shrine of Prophet
Lot's household, and was Prophet Lot's place of residence after leaving Zughara".
In other narratives it was called Yagin because when Lot saw the woes inflcted on
his people, he is said to have kneeled at this location and said: “l am now certain
that God's promise is true". (Note: In Arabic, Yagin means certainty.)

Es Simiya s the final hamlot of Es Samu’ lying to the west. It s a large hametlocated In Arabic, high palace. In th a palace. bastion,
on the top of a hill to from tower or magnificence. Baa, on the other hand, means distance. We can guess that the
Raboud by Wadi Al Nar (meaning “valley offre") and descending to the middleof e niame means the high palace from which long distances are visible as this location
Hhill foot 1o the east. It overiooks Adh Dhahiriya to the west, the renowned Khirbat overlooks most of the basin of the Hebwonyaley e vl the velys and et
Shuweika (Canaanite Soko) In the south-west, Es Samu’ in the east, Khirbat Ar in the east, Es Samu and Yatta ha d Hebron in the north, [t s certain that this
Rabiya in the north, and the famous Khirbat Megdal Baa in the north-east. The focation was used for guarding and observmg

existing Es Samu’ road passes around Es Simiya from the north and the east along
Wadi Al Nar.

us et <ping. I o
Dead Sea o the southem Nagab. A modest village Vacaled three km 1o the east of Yatta
and 10 km to the east of Hebron, this Canaanite site has been populated throughout
history. It was mentioned by the traveler Yaqut Al Hamawi in the 13th century, who said:
"Karmel is a village at the furthest boundary of Hebron from the Palestinian side".

Itis located at the foot of a hill o the south-east of Karmel village at the meeting
point of two valleys extending from the east and south, The old road from Karmel
to the wildemess (barriyyah) previously passed through Tuwani due to its water The site is surfounded by large rural landscapes, especially to the east and west. To the
spring. The closest hamlets to it are Tel Main in the west, Karmel in the east, the view is of the mountains of the Dead Sea and the east of Jordan. From the west
north-wes!, Umm Kheir in the east, and many other ditin the the Yaita and Es Samu, 1o the south It overlooks Main, and to the north It
area of Masafer (Safi, Magfara, Rakiza, Shaab Al Bulm, Taweel Al Sheeh, overlooks Bani Naim, It is a naturally fortfied location, surrounded by deep valleys: the
Maghaiyer Al Abeed, Fakheet, Bir Al Ed, Karmel, Main, and others). Separated Hammam valley 1o the north and the west with the Um Al Hammam and Um Al
coming from Yatta and the city of Hebron (the Hebron valley). Megdal Baa is also Ottoman eras. Karmel consists of five neighboring areas separated from each other by from Main by a valley, the Khirba overlooks large areas of open land and the Nawagees springs; and the Bir Abu Rukba valley 1o the east vith ts spring. Bir Al Nabi'
located on an important road that finks the mountain with the Naqab: between Hebron small valleys, and the pool separates the villages from the Canaanite hill. plains of Karmel, Main, Susya, and Bani Naim in the north. To s east lies Tel or Bir Al Rukba. The only passageway outis to the south.

in the north and Bir Al Sabe in the south, where the road runs along the eastern edge § Tuwani, The Khirba extends from the foot of the hill and crosses the valley by the
of the Hebron valley, often close fo sources of water: Sabe', Khirbat Znouta, Rujm Al Burj (the tower) - (Rujm Barakat): In 1874 Condor described the tower as having water spring. lts population is estimated to be a few hundred people who came

Raboud it and i il the Hebron
valley from all directions. apat from the east.It stretches o Abul Erqan (of Ish Al Saqrah
or Ergan Hasan), which is ts cemetery located on a small elevation. The area o the hill
Govers about 60 dunums. Raboud was a ity from the Middie Bronze Age (1800-1500 BC),
1. The prayer hall s 13m x 13m i size and comprises of (wo portcos ilh to and was also one of the major ciies of the late Bronze Age (1500-100 BC).

between them. has five pillars, the Es Simiya contains Roman
et ont. 16 Toor & paved i magTent mosics o v and donesteated Thoresare-scorss:5f welse cibtema:cavee; geavesyvend:manydersicb bilings-of buidings (the citadel), Byzanline
birds. The mosaic has been renovated and is believed to date back to the Umayyad el sy Cioos om o) on e buidings, and early Islamic
Al Waleed Il (circa 730), Before the prayer hall, there s @ cicular nave of a it gids Whass patey whe dicauniel around it oo Perkss, o, ord buidings (a mosque 12m x 7m),
polygonal exterior with a square mosaic and four lions on its comers. The pairs of E‘ﬂ""“"! ras. Theremains of-an old wal ffom . Broaza Ags 13 visitls: from/ihs The mosque has been reutiized

In 1998, and i ane ofth rarest cnurchet discovered in Palastne in the 200 century.
1t

a Basilica (18m x 35m). The church’s history dates back to the days of the Bymn\me
Emperor Justinian (bom 483, ruled 527-565), It consists of three sections:

Megdal Baa Is one of the hamlets of Es Samu', located to the north of the xown and
separated from it by Wadi Al Khan (Al Khan valley). s located between K
in the west and Khirbat Aziz in the east. It lies on the eastern heights of Wadi Zennakh

Several excavations carried out in the village showed thal the village was inhabited
during the Copper and Bronze Ages, and the Roman, Byzantine, Crusader, Mamiuk, and

The ocation is ancient; most probably itis Kajin from the Canaanite era, which is
Cain in Latin. An archeological survey of the location showed that there are ruins.

Jions face one another from the north and the south. Undemeath them is a fine in north-west and for many meters from the southem side. The wall is about four meters and is located within the bounda- Khallat Al Jahsh, Megdal Baa, Magam Al Khader (to the west of Khallat Al Mentar), and three windows with pointed arches on the second floor. The ceiling is iregular, as in the to live in the Khirba when they escaped from Khirbat Janaba and al Qaryatayn in from the Byzantine, Abbasid, Middie Ages, and Ottoman eras. Excavations
Syriac glorifying the head of the church, Father Abbas. inwidth-and lhe city gete faces the south-west, overlooking'Abul Ghozlan: ries of the Byzantine building. Hebron, The remains of this ancient road can still be seen, espedially to the west of the ;’"“‘:‘ef S'Y‘Z l“:: Wﬁ‘s‘e('"”‘icﬁ;:? "SS“:’“"”‘:SB" i"" the ﬁ’:’"”‘,’ ;z from :“e "°"[T 1948. It has four clans: Rebi which was the first to dwell there, Omar, Heraini, carried out in 1998 in one of the burial grounds on the side of the southern road
iquitie i " Khirba. However, the ancient road is now replaced with agricultural roads, obliterating ol @ yerd fo the wessol W Tawen tien tiduan a.sindl door T e wosisqywal and Adra. separating the Khirba from Khirbat Bani Dar, showed that the burial ground is.
2. Al Majaz — Corridor (Nartex) is the corridor that leads to the prayer hall; there Antiquities from the Copper Age and the early, middle and late Bronze Age have been Later, foundations, tombs, several P . 9; The area is 55 x 22 meter in size, surrounded by a ditch that was filled at the time, but is. pansing. 7
discovered. At the western foot of the hill, Greek, Roman, and Byzantine antiquifies its features. o it § i § o ancient and was used during the Byzantine period. Some of the things found in it
are three entrances within it that lead to the hall. The remains of a monk from the (S i ) i & I n caverns with descending stairs, of 23.30mx d walls. The Khirba holds a large quantity of ancient antiquities dating from the Greek to Lo may belong to the neighboring Khirbat Bani Dar.
early period of the church were found in a grave at the southern end of the corridor. werediscovered, a8 well as anfiquiies from the Middls Ages and the Ottaman:era. The: water cisterns, and a few historic The ruins of Khi Baa reveal a gl . especiall The highest part is In its north-east corner. which is at least two meters high, almost half the Ottoman eras. Two excavations were carried out in the Khirba, the first in
In the north-west cormer of the Nartex, there are four steps that were part of the tekonc Rildings in Baboiid coptail many vaGHs, penitiolises canopiss, and fioshs buildings, some of which are the tower or citadel is siluated, There may have been a church there as there are still tower has fallen inside 2010 (at the tomb near the spring), and the second in 2012 on the ruins of a Greek -t Itis located on a shallow hil 900 meters above sea level, at the southern edge of
X {Gourlyiinds) lee Hosh. Khalat and-Hiosh: Igtalt ac el 2s;4cares: ot folisad coes: deserted, were annexed to the I d both medium around. Most of it. There is also a window with a pointed arch in the northen fagade. The marble stone or early Roman building, part of which became a church later and was used in the Bani Naim and al the north-eastern edge of Khirbat Bani Dar, separated from the
stairs leading up. This may indicate that including the Sheikh Mu'alla shrine. fortified Crusader area at the top of are well-timmed. There are also many tombs carved in the stone to the south of the from its entrance has been on display in the Palestinian Archeological Museum (the Manluk era. There are many caverns, large foundations, and buildings. A fittle : atter by a paved road. There are foundations, cavems, and wells on the site. To
there was a second dormitory floor above Abul Ergan (Ish it the Khirba. Khirba. To the east is the location known as the sijn (prison), which is an early Roman Rockefeller i 1931, The of the tower include closer to the valley, some tombs are carved in the stone. There are grape presses y T the east there are is a shrine or a sole
:::ah:s,c:u);aorlda T';Zl‘:“’u:‘:’ﬁl‘::: ::‘a’: grottos to the east of the Kherba on  hill known as Erqan. Linguistically, Erqan means Selow the steet, al s sastem tomb similar o the Simiya tomb and the Kesra tombs (2m x 12m x 9.2m). There are also the backilled ditch in the north side and five courses 2.2-meter long fortifications. in the upper area of the spring on a rocky plateau, in addition to some foundations - wy i the Ikhshidid era and lle i the south-westem comer. I Is rectangular in shape,
e, poDrEr qualty: {arge . grotios: Some of thol large:emaans:were. absut one Hunum in size. Same peaple > many cavems, some of which stil exist while others are partially or completely . and quarries. ® i3 longer from the east to the west at approximately 2.5m x 18m x 27m and one
in the prayer hal. 'ge grottos; 9 erg; - peopl edge, lies a water spring known by demolished. Th Toatine 1 the 1ocatian s the pool CaroaTHi tha 3t The church lies next o the tower from the east or was built on it in the west. Itis 24 x 12 £ iskar Wid, Iis et 2m x 1m Is in the north.. Th "
have siated that they used 1o plough the land nside these large ergans wilh thelr ) emolished. The unique feature in the location is the pool carved into the stone. ¢ e o u X meter wide. s entrance measures 2m x 1m is in the north. The mosque is smal
. the name Bir Es Simiya in Wadi Al meter inside and the diameter of ts nave is 470 cm. A building was added 1o ts northern The water spring located almost at the end of the western Tuwan hill underwent ‘ and rectangular (4.15m x 4.8m x 9.1m) with a wall 1.4m thick, lts entrance s
3. The Saha - Courtyard (Atrium) is the animals, Abul Ergan is the Canaanite cemetery of Dabir. One of the most famous. Nar. On the eastern slope near the “The pool i 12m i " dge of the Khirba aspect. The church walls are around one meter thick. There are also pillars and a lintel maintenance work with reinforced concrete. It is a round well with a diameter of SRR

almost at the end of the easter fagade (1m x 1.95m), with a half circular skylight
aperture above it. The southem fagade of the niche Is hollow (1.98m x 1.05m)
with a semi-tiangular window above it. Upon enlering the mosque, you notice a
semi-rectangular sunken area (0.30m x 0.63m x 1.63m) surrounded by a metal
rail containing two large footprints i the stone and facing the Qibla (the direction
Muslims tum to pray) (0.37m x 0.38m), It s said that these are Lot's footprints
when he escaped the fate of his five sinful villages. It is also said that these are
the footprints of Abraham when he stood looking at the pain inflicted on Lot's
people. He is said o have kneeled and said I am now certain that God's promise
is true”, The mosque has a half-barrel vaulted ceiling. On its extemal south-east-
em wall there are the remains of a demolished room which may have been used
by the mosque keeper or as a place for visitors.

orattis'in Abul Ergans lsn Al e the namme orvan/ts the looatian: with a cross in the center.ILis difficult to define its structure and measurements because
the ruins discarded nex! o the tower are merely parts of the pillars,  small section of the
. some internal foundations, and the fintel with the cross.

streel, several tombs are carved
into the stone and have decorated
entrances. The most significant is
the tomb with a yard carved into
the stone facing from the east on a

atthe end of the slope. Itis o gradually into the rock from east to west, and was
then built ith stone courses o a height of apprmuma(ely z 3m in what appears to be
two phases. The water flowed from hirba.

of is the thickest (1 two meters mgn

course vih stairs descending 1o i; carved i stone i the comers of the easten facade,
fow slope across the street from are more stone stairs leading (o the bottom of the pool. O the norther side, there are
the Khirbat, This tomb is similar o the remains of basins carved in stone. These basins were used to feed and water
Kesra tombs near by. animals.

2.3m and built from stone courses. It s seven meters deep.
Several excavations were conducted in Dabir. Between 1968 and 1969, Kochavi of Tel
Aviv University conducted the first excavations by the sraelis in the West Bank. Other
excavations were managed by Abdel Aziz Rojub, and then in 1980 by Avi Ofer.

To the north of Aristoboliya s Tel Zif. The two are separated from each ofher by the
Hamman valley (less than 1 km), Yatta from the west, Al Bweib to the east, and Khirbat
Zagouq in the south. Khirbat Aristoboliya is located on a hil rising from the south to the
norti, then gradually flattens at northern end. Most of ts ancient sites are located on the
top of the hill and the western foot of the hill where the valley starts. Only a few sites are.
located on the easten slope. Aristoboliya has several sources of water such as Um Al
Hammarm and Um Al Nawagees springs in the north, and Bir Abu Rukba spring i the
east, but there are many wells for storing rainwater in the Khirba.

Khallat Saleh contains Al Shaft tombs, which date back o the middle Bronze Age
mmu 1500 BC), and some Greek tombs (with apertures) and Roman tombs. It also has

caverns, each lying next to a water cistem, In the north of the Khalla, there are
{ombe tht the residents cll Mashahed.

panel of mosaic in the floor states that the
courtyard was paved one month after the
Nartex had been paved (June), and the
wiiter commends the almsgivers who
helped in the building of the church.
Foundations attached to the church from
the west and south may have been
fooms o stores annexed to the church,
possibly constructed at a later date, but

The pool is 37.5m x 24m x 6m from the outside anc walls are 90cm deep. It is built
from stone courses. which were then plastered: the floor is made of moder concrete. In
its south-west comer there are 19 stairs, each one meter wide, descending to the pool.
The spring still flows with water from the cavern, but the flow is weak. The pool was first
renovated in 1924 during the British Mandate, and then in 1995 by Yalta Municipality.

Conder and Kitchener described Es Simiya tomb in Survey of Western Palestine
(1881-1883) as having a rectangular yard 6.3m x 7.3m carved into stone, and
surrounded by a stone bench of half a meter in widih and height, The yard leads to a
corridor 6.30m x 2.5m x 2m carved into stone and passing through three doors with
had not been excavated. An earthquake stone pillars 45cm in diameter. Above the pillars at a height of 1.9m, an architrave is
that ocourred in 744-45 AD might have carved in stone (circles and three conseculive vertical lines of stone) like an
inscription in high relief, Another entrance 60cm x 20cm leads from the corridor to @

1ts sites include the ruins of buildings at the foot of the hill, the demolished foundations of
buildings, a water vl caverns (the cavern of an olive or grape press with a stone wheel
in the center of i, and burial grounds. On the side of the road to Tel Zif lie the ruins of Above the entrance there are two scripts: one is rectangular with two lines within

i i a finely dressed stone, framed with vriting in high refief. The first fine states the
name of God, the most merciful, the compassionate, and the name of the builder,

‘The northern hill: Rujm Al Reeza or Tal Al Arqoub has almost completely msappearea

caused their collapse. o ol e o o st since the middi ‘moder 2000 led to the discovery of a basiica 20m x 17m in size, with walls 80c thick. Most of Abu Bakr Muhammad Bin lsmaeel Al Sabahi. The second line shows the date of
oo 35 o i oK iy il gt comr. To e g, e acan houses. Only a small pie of stones. (R..,m) remains, contaning some stones with faanes its features are evident: an entrance 20cm wide in the west leads to a narthex 3m x 11m, ‘construction, which is the month of Sha'ban of year 352 according to the Islamic
entrance that is 60cm wide leading to a small room of about 6 sq. m in size. carved around hall through , each of a dif jidth (1.65m calendar (Hif). The other script fies under the middle of the first one in a small

-0.95m). The prayer hall consists of a lobby (4.7m x 11m) separated from the two aisles,
the northern and the southern, by two colonnades. Each aisle is 2.6m x 11m in size. The
base of these colonnades s still visible. A nave (the niche) in front of them is 30cm high
‘and the highest of its walls is 1.7m with a diameter of 3.8m. On the southern side of the
church there is a building which was added later, the same length of the church, and
4.65m wide. It may have replaced the atrium and was used by monks in their daily lives.

half-square, with unsystematic writing. There is a water cistern in the yard and
platiorms along the southem and eastem fagades.

The other courtyard is smaller and is located in the north-eastem corner of the
first one. It is 7.8m x 7.5m in size above a cavem of about 2m x 5m x 4m in
dimensions, with 13 stairs descending to it and a roofed entrance. It is believed
that there was a shrine in the north-westem comer with a script naming the writer
and the name of the person buried: Um Salamah Fatima Bint Al Hussaii

shrine is in a strategic location overlooking the landscape of Khirbat Susya, Main,
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This name is derived from the nature of the location. In Arabic it means visible:
and apparent, and if attached to the word ‘mountain’, it means the top of the

T 31] Yatta v

Yatta is a Canaanite word meaning flat or curved. It was a famous ancient 6m that dates back
town of importance named Jutta. Located 12km to the south of the city of fifth and seventh centuries. The archeological finds i

4| Es Samu’ (Eschtemofa]) 15 64 0

iya (Adh Dhahiri

Es Samu' is a town located on highlands 22 km south of the city of Hebron. The
city of Yatta borders it from the north, the city of Adh Dhahiriya from the west,

The middle tower (the big tower) measures 25m x 37m. It is an
excavated site, and the biggest Crusader tower in the mountains.

room that looks to the east. The eastern fagade of this room has.

Galassed, Eulh & siviler 3 1h oWisi o reoims. Batvaah the The church floor is decorated with mosaics and is of similar size to the narthex and the

prayer lobby. The added building is 35 pieces by 10 square centimeters. Most of the

Hebron on the easter edges of the mountain plateau, it may be the site of
Diotanus, referred to in old sources. Itis believed to be the birthplace of Saint
John the Bapist. It has several hamlets like Al Karmel, U Lasfa, Khallat Al
Meiya, Ad Deirat, Tuwani, and Janba. Yata's land used to extend to the Dead
Sea and Tel Arad. In the Hebron mountains area, it is the second city after
Hebron n tems of opulation. |t has o neighborhoods: Shasbesn (Yatlawi-
and lower

follows: Makhamreh, Halees, Shaabeen, Dababseh, Abu Aram, Herezat,

Hareenen, Abu All, Adra, and Abu Qubaitah.

The town lies on an ancient location and has foundations, tombs, presse:
carved in stone, caverns, and water cisters. It is evident that the buildings &
the old town were built with stones that were reused and parts of pillars,
decorated fintels, door frames, as well as other iters, Two excavations were

evidence of three eras: the Chalcolithic period and the early
and middle Bronze Age. The location has confinued to be
populated from the Persian era until the present day. The
second excavation was carried out in 197, but the results
have not been published yet.

‘The significant landmarks of Yatta include the old town and its
neighborhoods, the courtyards, the Diwan (reception hall) Abu
Aram (now being used as a mosque) O Abu Qubsitah

and the birthpl
the Baplist in Abu Qubaitah nelghborhcod The latter is an
archeological site of the rins of a building believed by town
residents to be an Omari mosque. In the town center there is
also the Staih shrine (barely visible amidst the new buildings)
i,

the town. 1994in
John), Th of

g 12.5m x 26m x

and Wall (the pious) Muta

Dira 1o the north-west, snd Ateer o the souh The ancient Canaanft name of
the town is Esch

sites dating from various civilizations from the Canaanite period up to the
present day. including buildings, foundations, caves (Cave of Um Qos), water
cistems, and graves. There are also the remains of three Many
sxcavations vere caried out in the fow, where the Hebrew University
( . then by Yavin (1969-70) the big
tower, and by Abu Sakoor (1997) excavating a burial cavem.

Israel destroyed at least half the town i 1966 in an attack known as Operation
Shredder, where scores of the town's residents were killed and injured. Most
town inhabitants raise cattle, sheep and goats, as well as broilers, turkeys and
bees. The town s also known for the stone and marble-cuting industries and
has many quarries, stone factories and businesses.

The landmarks in Es Samu’ include: a big tower with a synagogue and a
mosque inside it; courtyard buildings, including that of the Daghameen clan;

of Hebron. Although it s in poor condition, its westem and
norther walls still exist. of which some 20 courses are apparent
with a total height of 9m and about 11m in length from east to
west. The entrance was demolished during the sraeli assauit on
the town in 1966 and was rebuilt with reinforced concrete. There
is a cavem under the tower, known to residents as the Wali
Cavem (the cavem of the pious man). In the tower, there are the.
uins of an east-west fagade 17m long and one meter wide; it is
made up of four courses 1.7 meers high, with a half-circular niche
of wrought stone in the center, and an inlet of one meter in width
and some 70 cm in depth, This indicates that the Roman building
was used as a mosque in the early Islamic era. While the northem
tower s stil isible, the souther tower is no longer sﬁandmg
Sheikh ine: The old Omari M

of the northern tower. It s the shrine of Sheikh Abdallah, measur-
ing 12.5m x 7.5m and is 3.5 meters mgn The shrine is covered
witha

mountain. The site is the first view of the mountain from the direction of the
Nagab in the south, Adh Dhahiriya is located 23 km south of the city of
Hebron, almost half way from Hebron to Bir Al Sabe". It lies almost at Ihe center
of Palestine on a plateau to the west, overlooking large vistas in

two rooms in the west and the third in the east, there is a water

tothe roof.
period, a door was opened in the wall of the north-west room for
use by the peopl in the towm, The citadel has been

Dura in the north, Es Samu' and Yatta from the east, the coast from the west,
‘and the Nagab desert to the south. |t covers an area of 120,000 dunums.

The first reference to Adh Dhahiriya was in 1833 by an American called
Robinson. Several excavations were carried out in 1928, 1930, 1932, and
1935. The excavations uncovered that the town has been inhabited since the
third millennium BC. The town comprises of two types of architecture, one for
N ane il o 12 ke, T ol conriad oien
town are the early Islamic mosque near del (7m x 9m) (demolished),
the Ot e of i Sabhari. and the Jami' mosque (buit in
1942). Tt
alarge number of housing wurlyams‘ and many re-used grottos. There are
also graves, olive presses, cisterns, quarries, and the shrines of Um Al Fadel

renovated as a museum.

Al Qaisariya (The grand khan) comprises of a large and
complete housing courtyard belonging to the Hawareen clan,
probably established in the early 1900s. The beautiful Ottoman
decorations on the eastem balconies are clearly visible. On the
southem entrance there s a carving of a verse from the Quran.
The building is a very rare housing sample that stll remains to
the present day. In front of it to the south and north lies the old
‘market of the town with commercial shops on both sides. The
site has been renovated to be used as a hostel.

Al Khokha is the oldest house in the town. It is a qaisariya

architectural and decorative features are stil visible and are surrounded by columns
(0.48m x 2m), and the huge main door lintel (1.6m x 0.70m x 0.8m), decorated with three
crosses, two of them well-defined, crowns, and the bases of decorated columns.

Tuwani, Karmel and the Bedouin centers in the south, and to Bani Naim in the
north. Adh Dhahiriya lies in the west, Rujm Naga and the hills in the east, and the
Dead Sea and Sharat mountains can also be seen behind it

Rujm Jureida

similar to that described above, but it was closed for use as a
guesthouse by the Tal family. The courtyard building was used
as the headquarters for the seventh Ottoman army In the First

buildings belonging to Zainah Hawamdeh, Abu Saif, and Ahmad Ogaili; and
lborhoods stich as Harat Al Jurah (the oldest), Harat Al Wazeer (ruins of
Roman and Byzantine buildings), and Harat Al Sabr (an old neighborhood with

and Sheikh Ahmad Al Qaimary (Ghamari).

. Itis of mosque’s
Sk fuave basH faken oo heiohieriss avcheolugma\ sites;

fe i @)

er - itadel Roman

owe
‘Abu Aram Attic

P archeological ruins under and in between the current houses); Sheikh Abdallah tha tower may have bean:a Romen or an early Byzanting ne. peuad located dloss to me center of the town. It is almost square (16m x 16m World War. It was constructed with old stones brought from
e Shrine that was later turned into the Omari Mosque: a small tower (Dar Abu JUiceliine vesa pibsl kbeo e nliaiane LGS, X 5m) in shape and is made up of 11 courses of large lrimmed stones, The  neighboring hamlets and many old decorations are evident on

Hosh Ab-Abeid transformed into a large mosque in the 1950, There is another
e @ Ahmad); the Elliyah building that was renovated as a community center: and a B rge 4l < " i h the courses. The second floor was probably built at the
A historic Canaanite building which is a private museum owned and curated by shrine in the town; which Is Tur Abu Haddad (the shrine of the with semi-barrel vaulls and open to the east. On the western side. there are beginning of the 20th century. The hosh was renovated for use

Yaser Shafeeq Abu Khalaf. pious Abu Haddad). at the Sakhaynsh stone. twa windows in each room. From the outside there are loopholes overlooking as a center for services in Adh Dhahiriya.

the cemetery. A corridor separates the two fooms from a third incomplete
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Al Burj: The tower, the fort, and the room in the wall. The village was given this name
s due 10 the tower located in it, Al Burj is a small model village with very ancient
- " 1 N Qantara landmarks. Repressn\lng the cultural heritage of both the past and recent periods of

e @ e J b 3 > - . =5 5 i s @ time, it by . The village is located 6 km to
YemBshiiawdon w - 4 L Old Market the west ol Adh Dhahiriya, and about 25 km to me south-west of Hebron. The village
was established on a strip of land that descends lowards Al Safilah from the south-west
edge of the mountain, which was one of the roads that ran between the mountain and
the coast. Beit Mirsim (1km), the site of a Bronze Age citadel, existed on this road from
ancient fimes before Al Burj was established in the Middle Ages.

The name Jureida in Arabic could mean a barren area with no foliage, a group of
horses, or a shredded rag. Rujm Al Jureida is a large building located at the top
of a small hill one kilometer south of Khirbat Anab (the hamlet of Anab). It
overlooks large areas of land: the town of Yatta to the east with the Masafer and
Es Samu' behind il o the city of Dura to the north, and beyond to Bir Al Sabe' in
the south, It is located in the center of vast agricultural valleys and was the place
of residence of the feudalist who owned the land, or the state official responsible
for the state-owned land.

Excavations were carried outin the last four months of 1997. The area comprises
of two sections of religious and civilian buildings, including the tower, an area for
prayers, housing (rooms, cave), an olive press, and a grape press. The Rujm has
survived five historical periods and contains five historical features. It includes the
building (27m x 32m); a huge cave under the building; a burial ground on the
western side with a gate shaped like a wheel: caves for housing to the south and
west; a water cistem before its entrance; a lime kiln to the north; and a large olive:
press (o the south-east.

Al Burj is an old hamlet covering an area of approximately 160 dunums, elevating
gradually from the west 1o the east, The first consists of various historic buldings,
including vaults, caves, water cisters, canopies and penthouses. The fort fies on top of
the second part, Abu Tug shrine lies to the west, and the pool is located down the west
side of the fort, There are various historic buildings like these on the upper part. The third
part s low and is located close to the edge of the strip of fand. It has historic buidings in
its eastern part. In the area to the wesl, there are the remains of caves, old foundations,
and water cisterns. On the western siope lie the remains of a school established during
the British Mandate for the villages and the surrounding Bedouin tribes.

The village is well known for its water reservoirs, which were the only source of water for
the vilagers and for their ivestock that razed the plains of the region. Al Burj agricultural
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land is now located behind the separation wall
built by Israel. There is a Crusader citadel
surrounded by a ditch from which the village.
got its name (Bur). The ciadel was
established before the batie of Hatiin on the
route of the Crusader attack on the Palestinian
coast. The Crusaders aiso created  pool to
collect water coming down the mountain (Abu
Tug pool). There are several graves and the
foundations of Middle Age Byzaniine buildings.
In the fate Ottoman era, an (slamic shine vcas
established named Abu Tugq shrine.
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Talahmeh, Fadiyyat, Amalyreh, Masharqa,
Awawdeh, Itbaisheh, Qumrey, Shahateet,
Dodeen, and Hennaweyeh are the families
currently living i the village.

Al Qal'ah (The Citadel) probably dates from the Crusader era and is the only citade!
with a ceiling in the mountains of Hebron. It is rectangular in shape (50m x 30m), built
on boulders, and surrounded by a wide, deep ditch carved into the boulder. The
remains of two towers are clearly visible on the corners of the western fagade. There
are also the remains of a prayer hall on the southern side of the citadel, which may had.
been built on older foundations and could date back o the Byzantine era.

Setilement in this location — i the huge cave underneath it — 100k place in the
time of the Greeks. During the Roman period, the square tower of 6m x 6m was
built on the western side. It used to be closed using a stone wheel and the
building was apparently used for housing. In the Byzantine era, an area for
prayers and a large grape press were bult, while the building continued to be
used for housing. In the early Islamic era, an olive press was added to the
building and was used until the Ayyubid period

Al Berkeh (The Pool) is located down from the citadel on the same hill. lts ceiling was.
renovated several years ago. It is 20m x 11m x 6m in size and can hold about 1300
cubic meters of water.

Abu Tug shrine is a square building (6.8m x 7m x 4m). The southern faade is the
highest of them all. Bt steaight onto the boulder, it stands alone on the wester edge.
of Al Burj village, surtounded by a cemetery where people stil bury their deceased. Itis.
called Abu Tug because there are 48 apertures in lines, believed to be for pigeons.
(apertures are described as tagat-or Tug for plural in Arabic).

The building consists of two lines of raoms: three large ones in the north vaulted
on arches; two fooms i the south, one of which had an olive press; and a prayer
room. There are corridors in the middle, then a watchtower and a yard, which
used to have an arched vault, and a water cistern, At a later stage, other buildings
were added randomly to the original building on the eastern and northern sides.

The d stones that had been it
is kel that they were broughtfrom the neighbring Grusadier ctadel. The erirance is
atthe northemn side and there is a line of eight apertures on the eastern side and two on
the western side. On the westem entrance, there are four course-like lines of plaster,
which may have been closed al a later stage. Above the courses on the southern
fagade, a line of seven apenures lies paralle! to the third line on the western side.

The prayer room is paved with mosaics and portrays geometrical and plantation
shapes al the eastern enirance. The remains of Greek wiling were also
discovered,
offour lttors tha form the final v of fou nes, The tower oom e paved
with an ordinary mosaic whose shapes are nol dlear, The olive press consisted of
three sections: a washing section, grinding seotion, and extraction section. It is
one of the unique sites in this region. The press is one of the biggest in the
Hebron region (installed press of 30 sq m) and contains side grinders on around
a central grinder (4.5m x 4.5m), part of the crushing stone, a huge cistern with a
capacity of 3000 liters, and a section for extracting oil, All these sections were
‘covered with mosaic

Inside, the building has a barrel vaul. In the center, to the east, there Is a shrine of 1.5
meters in length, 1.4 meters in width and one meter high that s visible from the western
side. The shrine is covered with green cloth. The effect of time is prevalent at this sie.
The niche lies in the middie of the southern fagade and has a crooked arch at the top.
In the ceiling there s a square aperture that does not open to the outside. In the
distance, the land swallowed by the sraell separation wall is visible and the remains of
the vilage school established during the British Mandate to serve the village, its
surrounding hamlets and Bedouin tribes.
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